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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to the first edition of our newsletter for this 

year!    

We are proud to announce that 33 new members have 

already signed up for 2020.  We look forward to 

working and sharing experiences with you. 

This edition includes a list of the newly elected AORTIC 

council members and a snapshot of AORTIC 2019 that 

was held in Maputo, Mozambique. 

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter please 

e-mail info@aortic-africa.org.    

Signing off 

 

Belmira Rodrigues 

 

 
P.O. Box 186, Rondebosch, 7701, South Africa 
37A Main Road, Mowbray, 7705, South Africa 
Tel: +27 21 689-5359 
e-mail: info@aortic-africa.org 
www.aortic-africa.org  
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Gold medal for leading cervical cancer researcher 
 

University of Cape 
Town (UCT) Professor 
Lynette Denny’s 25-
year body of research 
on cervical cancer, the 
magnitude of which is 
significantly higher 

among black women in South Africa, has won a 
prestigious South African Medical Research 
Council (SAMRC) Gold Medal in its golden jubilee year. 

The medal awards took place at the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research on 7 November. The medal 
recognises Denny as an outstanding South African 
scientist, whose excellent research has raised the profile 
of science in the country. 

The SAMRC medals are among South Africa’s most 
prestigious, and are dedicated to contributions to health 
research in South Africa. Gold medals are awarded 
annually to established senior scientists for seminal 
scientific contributions that have impacted on the health 
of people, especially those living in developing countries. 

Awards 



 

-4- 
 

Denny, a senior specialist in gynaecological oncology in 
the Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology at UCT 
and Groote Schuur Hospital (GSH), has been 
researching methods of cancer prevention among poor 
women since 1995. She is one of the country’s and 
continent’s foremost scholars in this field. 

Her major achievements have been in the areas of 
gynaecological oncology, particularly cervical cancer, 
and screening, particularly in a primary care context. She 
has established major research programmes that have 
attracted considerable research funding. In addition, she 
has made a significant contribution to UCT’s Gender, 
Health and Justice Unit. 

Plea for awareness 

Of the SAMRC award, Denny said: “It is a great honour 
and acknowledgement of 25 years of work in [cervical 
cancer research].” 

 “Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer 
among women in South Africa, after breast cancer, yet 
it is preventable through mass screening.” 

She used the award to make a plea for greater 
awareness of and efforts to detect the disease. 

“Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer 
among women in South Africa, after breast cancer, yet 
it is preventable through mass screening – and early 
detection saves lives.” 

 “Cervical cancer is a disease of inequity of access to care 
and, with the advent of HPV vaccination and widespread 
availability to screen women of the appropriate age, 
could be eliminated.” 

Her other research interests include cervical disease in 
women infected with HIV and the natural history and 
disease manifestations of HPV. Denny also played a 
crucial role in developing the Western Cape protocol for 
the management of survivors of sexual assault. 

Extract taken written by Helen Swingler (Photo by Michael 
Hammond) 
University of Cape Town News, Nov 2019. 

 

 

 

News from PALOP countries 

 

Mozambique 

A theoretical and practical palliative care course was 

held end of October beginning November, at the central 

hospitals of Maputo, Beira and Nampula. For this course, 

a team from the Portuguese Institute of Oncology in 

Porto and a team from the Central Hospital of Maputo 

participated as teachers. These courses aimed to 

reinforce palliative care in these hospitals.  

In addition, the 1st oncology nursing course took place 

at the central Hospital of Maputo where the objective 

was to reinforce the skills in oncology nursing, 

chemotherapy administration and patient safety.   

Nurses from both Beira and Nampula Hospitals 

participated. 

The 1st operating room nursing course also took place at 

the central Hospital of Maputo with the aim of training 

the team in breast, colorectal and esophageal oncology 

surgery. Similarly the safe surgery program was initiated. 

Dedicated nursing teams from the Portuguese Institute 

of Oncology in Porto conducted the training. 

PALOP Region 
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During the same period, the first surgical oncology 

course took place at the Central Hospital of Maputo, 

with 32 specialist interns participating. This course 

focused on specific training in surgical oncology with a 

practical component in the operating room and a 

theoretical component. This course was organized by 

the MCH's surgery department, Mondlane University 

and the Portuguese Institute of Oncology in Porto, 

Portugal. 

 

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, financed courses 

through its Improvement program for the diagnosis and 

treatment of oncological diseases in Mozambique,  

palliative care, oncology and operating room nursing 

and offered the technical resources to carry out 

oncology surgeries.  

Cape Verde 

São Vicente: Cape Verdean League against Cancer held 

its first nursing course in Oncology in October 2019. 

The course was conducted by a nurse specialist in 

Oncology from the Portuguese Institute of Oncology 

Porto,  Portugal. 

The Hospital Batista de Sousa also had a meeting on 

breast cancer during the Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month. In addition to local specialists, participants from 

foreign centers of great experience participated. 

On World Cancer Day: National Director of Health 

remarked that a big challenge is early diagnosis as 50% 

of the disease is treatable. 

The cancer registry of Hospital Agostinho Neto, in Praia, 

published its data for the first time. 

Angola 

The Angolan Institute against Cancer, held a debate on 

oncology nursing during September 2019. The nurses at 

this hospital and a guest nurse from the Portuguese 

Institute of Oncology of Porto participated. Specific 

nursing activities in the fight against cancer were 

addressed focussing throughout the continuum of care. 

The Cancer Registry of the Angolan Cancer Institute has 

updated its data. 

Angola launches the oncology college to train specialists 

in medical oncology, surgical oncology and radiotherapy. 

By Prof Lucio Lara Santos

 
BGICC 12th Breast-Gynaecological & Immuno-oncology  

International Cancer Conference 

  
 

Training 



 

-6- 
 

The BGICC conference was held at the Hilton Heliopolis 
Hotel in Cairo, Egypt on the 9 & 10th January 2020.   

Over 3,000 participants were in attendance with 300 
serving as faculty.The scientific programme included 
multidisciplinary sessions and workshops.   Target 
audience was Africa & the Middle East. 

The AORTIC President: Bello Abubakar, Ahmed 
Elzawawy: AORTIC Vice-President, North Africa & 
Belmira Rodrigues represented AORTIC at the 
conference.  

AORTIC hosted an exhibition stand for the duration of 
the conference.   

The African Academy of Sciences 

  
 

$72M invested to accelerate research in Africa  

Nairobi, Kenya - The African Academy of Sciences 
(AAS) is announcing a second round of calls for a multi-
million-dollar research programme led and 
implemented by African scientists, working 
collaboratively to address challenges faced by people in 
African countries. This follows a successful first five-year 
programme with the second round extending its remit 

to new priority research areas including non-
communicable diseases, public health research, social 
sciences and humanities, implementation science and 
climate change.   
Read the full details of the call here and access the 
DELTAS Africa II application form via the AAS Ishango 
Grant System. 
The deadline for preliminary applications is  
28 February 2020 at 17:00 EAT 
Please contact deltas@aasciences.africa for any 
enquiries regarding the call.  
 View AAS website 
 

Harvard LEAD Fellowship – Global Health 

As part of their mission to support access to training for 

women, here is information on the Harvard LEAD 

Fellowship focused on Global Health, of which cancer is 

one of the issues. This four month in residence 

fellowship is an amazing learning experience to 

promote women in global health. The fellowship 

application is now open and will close on March 15th, 

2020.   

Link: https://globalhealth.harvard.edu/women-gh-
lead-fellowship/womenleadgh

Hospice Africa – 9th  Francophone Initiators Course  

Hospice Africa Uganda International Programmes are pleased to announce the 9th Initiators Course held from 4 May to 

5 June 2020.  Kindly contact Dinah on dbasirika@hospiceafrica.or.ug or click here for full information. 

https://africa.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8fd3c48957cbd828f630f492&id=23757e0906&e=566801ead7
https://africa.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8fd3c48957cbd828f630f492&id=23757e0906&e=566801ead7
https://africa.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8fd3c48957cbd828f630f492&id=c54c96f1e9&e=566801ead7
https://africa.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8fd3c48957cbd828f630f492&id=4a4e3170e0&e=566801ead7
https://africa.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8fd3c48957cbd828f630f492&id=4a4e3170e0&e=566801ead7
mailto:deltas@aasciences.africa
https://africa.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8fd3c48957cbd828f630f492&id=ef248ec898&e=566801ead7
https://globalhealth.harvard.edu/women-gh-lead-fellowship/womenleadgh
https://globalhealth.harvard.edu/women-gh-lead-fellowship/womenleadgh
mailto:dbasirika@hospiceafrica.or.ug
https://mcusercontent.com/b13b8ec329b1d572785328d6b/images/5b46930b-5629-4991-b904-580e87cf4d2c.jpg
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AORTIC 2019 Facts and Figures

AORTC 2019 was held from 5 – 8 November 2019 in 

Maputo, Mozambique. 

939 participants from 66 countries, including 38 African 

countries attended AORTIC’s 12th International Cancer 

Conference on the burden of cancer in Africa, themed:  

‘Cancer in Africa: Innovation, Strategies, 

Implementation”.  

• The AORTIC 2019 programme comprised 92 
sessions held over the four days of the conference: 

• 1012 abstract submissions received (Abstract 
publication available online here:  AORTIC 2019 
Abstract Publication 

• 15 special interest groups 

• 10 morning workshop hour sessions  

• 10 keynote addresses and plenaries (including 
closing and opening ceremonies) 

• 30 concurrent sessions  

• 15 post-lunch workshop hour sessions  

• Two poster sessions with 333 posters confirmed for 
display (final number displayed was 255) 

Please note that interviews conducted by ecancer 

during AORTIC 2019 can be viewed here:  

https://ecancer.org/en/conference/1158-aortic-2019-

conference

AORTIC 2019 Award 

Jim and Jimmie Holland Award for Most Promising 
African Research 
 
This award was given to the highest scoring oral 
presentation selected from the Best of the Best 
abstracts. It was awarded to Dr Kunuz Abdella for his 
work Chemosafe: International collaboration to improve 
safe handling and administration of chemotherapy – the 
case of Ethiopia. 
 
Christopher Williams Award for Innovation in Cancer 
Care in Africa 
 
 

 
 

 
 
This award was given to the highest scoring poster 
abstract. It was awarded to Nuhu Tumba for his work 
Radiotherapy waiting time in Northern Nigeria: 
Experience from a resource-limited setting. Christopher 
Williams donated a copy of his publication “Cancer and 
AIDS” Volumes I-IV. 
 
International Childhood Cancer Award 
This award is given to the institution that submitted the 
most enterprising awareness event on International 
Childhood Cancer Day Awarded to Pain and Palliative 
Care Unit, College of Medicine, University of Nigeria

AORTIC 2019 Conference Highlights  
 

http://aorticconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/AORTIC-2019-Abstract-Publication-FINAL.pdf
http://aorticconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/AORTIC-2019-Abstract-Publication-FINAL.pdf
https://ecancer.org/en/conference/1158-aortic-2019-conference
https://ecancer.org/en/conference/1158-aortic-2019-conference
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AORTIC 2019 Photos 

  

  

  

  



 

-9- 
 

 

World Cancer Day 2020 

 
 

       
 

World Cancer Day saw AORTIC highlighting the recently 

published “Cancer control in Africa: paving the way for 

Universal Health Coverage” publication.  A collaboration 

between AORTIC, UICC & International Cancer Control 

Partnership.   

This is the first publication on cancer control and 

Universal Health Coverage (UHC) in Africa. It has been 

developed to reflect an advocacy and policy perspective  

 

 

on the status of national cancer control planning efforts 

in the African region with a view to including cancer in 

UHC plans across the continent. The focus of each 

chapter is to place a ‘spotlight’ on the current status of 

a specific aspect of cancer control, challenges and gaps 

in each area as well as policy recommendations for 

improvement to achieve the ‘Health for All’ vision of 

Universal Health Coverage. 

Download your copy here: Cancer Control in Africa:  

paving the way for Universal Health Coverage 

 

 

CONFERENCES & EVENTS 

 

https://aortic-africa.org/cancer-control-in-africa-paving-the-way-for-universal-health-coverage/
https://aortic-africa.org/cancer-control-in-africa-paving-the-way-for-universal-health-coverage/
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6th Biennial Global Prostate Cancer Disparities Conference 

 

We are excited to announce that the 6th Biennial 

Global Prostate Cancer Disparities Conference will 

take place in Barcelona (Spain), Nov 17-21, 2020. The 

2020 conference will focus on fostering research skills 

and sharing research results that develop and test the 

feasibility of prostate cancer-relevant interventions in 

Blacks or determines the biological basis for prostate 

cancer disparities in Blacks. 

The Prostate Cancer Transatlantic Consortium 

(CaPTC; https://epi.grants.cancer.gov/captc/) and 

the African-Caribbean Cancer Consortium 

(AC3; http://ac3online.org) have partnered to establish 

a “Prostate Cancer Global Scholars (CaPGS) 

Program” for the 2020 conference. The CaPGS program 

will foster research collaborations among 20 Early Stage 

Investigators (ESIs) from North America, Europe, Africa 

and the Caribbean for global prostate cancer research 

collaborations in one of four areas: (1) Genomics; (2) 

Bioinformatics/Data Science; (3) Behavioral Research; 

and (4) Clinical Research.  

If you are interested in applying for the CaPGS 

Program, submit an application for the CaPGS 

Program by April 15, 2020, using the following link 

(click or copy and paste): 

 https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_39lgRDLjdKL1cIl 

Welcome to New AORTIC Members & those who have renewed their 

membership for 2020 
 

Your membership reflects your commitment to be part 
of a growing network of cancer professionals dedicated 
to the promotion of cancer control in Africa.   As a paid 
up member you can click on this Membership Login link 
(during your membership year which runs from 1 
January 2020 to 31 December 2020) to reset your 
password in order to gain access to the Membership 
Portal where  you will find links to the AORTIC Cancer 
Network Directory and other relevant information.  As a 
member of AORTIC, you will also receive four quarterly 
newsletters as well as mailings such as relevant 
announcements, registration links for regional 
workshops and conferences. 

Please bookmark our website www.aortic-
africa.org  which is where you will find complete 
information on our organisation, Special Interest Groups 
and Committees you may wish to join as well as latest 
events & news through our blog.  If you are part of the 
Twitter online community, be sure to follow us to get 
updates of upcoming events on our twitter handle 
@AORTIC_AFRICA   
AORTIC is receptive to new ideas. The AORTIC 
President, Abubakar Bello and any of the council 
members will be happy to hear from you. Contributions 
towards our newsletters are always welcome.   Don't 
hesitate to write! 

AORTIC Member’s Hub!  

 

https://epi.grants.cancer.gov/captc/
http://ac3online.org/
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_39lgRDLjdKL1cIl
https://aortic-africa.org/wp-login.php
http://www.aortic-africa.org/
http://www.aortic-africa.org/
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Title: Cancer in Santiago Island, Cape Verde: data from the Hospital 

Agostinho Neto Cancer Registry (2017–2018) 

Authors:  Elizeu Teixeira Silva1, Hirondina Borges Spencer1, Victor Costa1, Ana Filipa Gonçalves2, Clara Castro2, Maria 
José Bento2, Carla Barbosa1,3 and Lúcio Lara Santos 

Abstract: 

This report describes the cancer cases that occurred between 2017 and 2018 in Santiago Island, Cape Verde, according to 

the Hospital Agostinho Neto Cancer Registry. The five most common cancers were prostate, breast, stomach, cervix and 

oesophageal in order of frequency. There are no national data. Therefore, it is essential to create the conditions for the 

establishment of Cape Verde’s population-based cancer registry as quickly as possible.  

Keywords: Santiago Island, Cape Verde, Hospital Agostinho Neto, cancer registry 
1Hospital Central Agostinho Neto, Rua Borjona de Freitas, Plateau 112, Praia, Cape Verde 2Departamento de Epidemiologia, e Grupo de Investigação de 
Epidemiologia do Cancro, Instituto Português de Oncologia, 4200-072 Porto, Portugal 3Coordenação das Doenças Oncológicas de Cabo Verde, Rua Borjona de Freitas, 
Plateau 112, Praia, Cape Verde 4Departamento de Cirurgia e Grupo de investigação de Patologia e Terapêutica experimental, Instituto Português de Oncologia, 4200-
072 Porto, Portugal 
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