FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
26 October 2021
AORTIC LAUNCHES BIG Cat Cohort IV
BIG Cat (Beginning Investigator Grant for Catalytic Research) is a premier initiative by
the African Organization for Research and Training in Cancer (AORTIC) to build
capacity for cancer research in Africa.
The goal of the BIG Cat program is to aid the next generation of African cancer
researchers to base their careers in their home countries and institutions, and to
contribute to the overall expansion of capacity for research and training in Africa by
generating evidence that will guide practice and policy. BIG Cat was initiated in 2010
by the US National Cancer Institute Center for Global Health (NCI/CGH), and it is now
a collaborative effort of AORTIC, American Association for Cancer Research (AACR),
and NCI/CGH, with funding support from Partners including academic, industrial and
scientific organizations.
Grant Amount:
Grant Term:
Start of Grant Term:
Letter of Intent Deadline:
Letter of Intent Notification Date:
Application Deadline:
Decision Date:

$55,000 USD
2 Years
07/01/2022
12/15/2021 5:00 PM (UTC)
February 2022
03/29/2022 5:00 PM (UTC)
June 2022

The research proposed for funding may be in any area of cancer research, including
basic research, clinical research, population-based research and translational
research across the cancer care continuum (prevention, early detection, diagnosis,
treatment, supportive and palliative care, and survivorship). These grants are
intended to catalyze subsequent application for funding from other funding sources,
not to support longer term research. Each grant will provide US$55,000 over two
years for expenses related to the research project, which may include salary and
benefits of the grant recipient and any collaborator, postdoctoral or clinical research
fellows, graduate students (including tuition costs), and/or research assistants,
research/laboratory supplies, equipment, publication charges for manuscripts that
pertain directly to the funded project, and other research expenses. Indirect costs is
limited to no more than 10% of the total grant amount. Up to US$10,000 may be
allocated from the grant to support travel applicable to the research project and
relevant scientific meetings, including mandatory attendance at the 2023 AACR
Annual Meeting and biennial AORTIC conference. The grants are not intended for

principal investigators outside of Africa, although collaborative research projects are
encouraged. All funds provided must be spent in Africa with the exception of limited
support for travel to international scientific meetings and conferences.
An AORTIC programme administered by AACR and in coordination with the U.S.
National Cancer Institute Center for Global Health (NCI/CGH) and supported by
Takeda Pharmeceuticals.
More
information
on
how
to
apply
can
be
found
http://www.aacr.org/grants/beginning-investigator-grant-for-catalytic-research-bigcat/
Contact:
admin@aortic-africa.org

